UCLA Department of
Integrative Biology & Physiology

&

Molecular, Cellular & Integrative Physiology
Interdepartmental Ph.D. Program

2026 Commencement Ceremony

June 13, 2026
9:00 AM
Court of Sciences




Program of Events

Performance of the National Anthem

Mackenna Kahan

Opening Remarks & Introduction of Faculty

Prof. Rachelle H. Crosbie

Presentation of Outstanding Senior Award

Prof. Rachelle H. Crosbie

Address by Outstanding Undergraduate Senior

Minh-Chau Pham

Introduction of Molecular, Cellular &

Integrative Physiology Ph.D. Degree Candidates

Prof. Mark Frye

Hooding of Ph.D. Degree Candidates

By Faculty Advisor

Introduction of Physiological Science
M.S. Degree Candidates

Prof. Amy Rowat

Hooding of M.S. Degree Candidates

By Faculty Advisor

Presentation of
Distinguished Teaching Assistant Awards

Prof. Amy Rowat

Presentation of Undergraduate Research
Poster Day Awards

Prof. Stephanie Correa

Introduction of Physiological Science
B.S. Degree Candidates

Prof. Stephanie Correa
Prof. Ed van Veen

Closing Remarks

Prof. Rachelle H. Crosbie
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Molecular, Cellular & Integrative Physiology

Summer 2025 Degree Candidates

Thomas Kowal
Molecular Toxicology Ph.D. Program
“Development and Application of Data-Driven Computational
Methods for Molecular Toxicology and Environmental Exposure
Research.”
Mentor: Professor Xia Yang

David Wong
MCIP Ph.D. Program
“Epicardium-Directed Mechanisms of Cardiac Repair.”
Mentor: Professor Pearl Quijada

Zacary Orrantia Zamora
Molecular Toxicology Ph.D. Program
“Advancing Toxicogenomics through Omics-Driven Systems
Biology.”
Mentor: Professor Xia Yang

Fall 2025 Degree Candidates

Jonatan Hervoso
Bioinformatics Ph.D. Program
“Integrative Approaches to Uncover the Genetic Regulation of
Alternative RNA Processing and Its Disease Relevance in the Brain.”
Mentor: Professor Grace Xiao

Ryo Yamamoto
Bioinformatics Ph.D. Program
“Development of Cell-Type-Aware Methods to Decipher Post-
Transcriptional Processes in Aging and Alzheimer’s Disease.”
Mentor: Professor Grace Xiao

Winter 2026 Degree Candidate

Rockelle S. Jang
MCIP Ph.D. Program
“Hippocampo-Cortical Coordination During Sleep Stage
Divergence and Convergence in the Human Brain.”
Mentor: Professor Gina Poe
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Molecular, Cellular & Integrative Physiology (cont.)

Spring 2026 Degree Candidates

Emily Chiem
MCIP Ph.D. Program
“Investigating the Developing Brain: Sleep and Neurodevelopmental
Genetics Shape Early Functional Connectivity.””
Mentor: Professors Mirella Dapretto & Leanna Hernandez

Daniel Helzer
MCIP Ph.D. Program
“HIF-la and Regenerative Failure Initiate Fibrosis Through Collagen
Maturation in Dystrophic Muscle.”
Mentor: Professor Rachelle Crosbie

Elaine Huang
Bioinformatics Ph.D. Program
“RNA Variants as Biological Indicators.”
Mentor: Professor Grace Xiao

Lesly M. Palacios Castillo
MCIP Ph.D. Program
“Octopaminergic Neuromodulation of Visual Circuits and Behavior
in Drosophila melanogaster.”
Mentor: Professor Mark Frye

Yutian (Zoe) Zhao
MCIP Ph.D. Program
“Sex Chromosomal Versus Gonadal Contributions to Cell-Type-
Specific and Spatial Sex Differences in Adipose and Liver Tissues.”
Mentor: Professor Xia Yang

Summer 2026 Degree Candidate

Angelina Flores
Molecular Biology IDP —

Cell and Developmental Biology Home Area
“Deformability Screening Identifies Mediators of Cellular
Mechanobiology.”

Mentor: Professor Amy Rowat



Master of Science
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Spring 2026 Degree Candidates

Vedant Balu
“Effect of Scheduled Feeding on the Deposition and Formation of
Mutant Huntingtin Aggregates in a Mouse Model of Huntington’s
Disease”
Mentor: Professors Christopher Colwell and Cristina Ghiani

Christian Gerard Madayag Capuno
“Characterization of Sleep Architecture and Homeostatic
Dysregulation in a Murine Mbnl2 Knockout Model of Myotonic
Dystrophy Type One”

Mentor: Professor Ketema Paul

Casandra Georgina Chamorro
“Chronic cold exposure induces plasticity of mitochondrial
calcium uptake in beige and brown fat of UCP1-deficient mice”
Mentor: Professor Ambre Bertholet

Caihan Tony Chen
“Spectral Composition of Daytime Light Differentially Shapes
Circadian Dynamics in Mice”
Mentor: Professors Christopher Colwell and Cristina Ghiani

Janette Asha Fletcher
“The Effects of Sleep Deprivation on Social Avoidance in All-
Female Wild-Type Mice”
Mentor: Professor Ketema Paul

Mackenna Kahan
“Estrogen Receptor Expression in Sleep Regulatory Brain Regions:
Effects of Genetic and Phenotypic Sex”
Mentor: Professors Ketema Paul, Chris Colwell and
Cristina Ghiani

Monay Medina Martinez
“Progesterone Receptor Signaling Down-Regulates ERa-Mediated
Transcription”
Mentor: Professor J. Ed van Veen



Master of Science
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Aarya Mishra
“Investigating Phosphorylation-Driven Crosstalk Between Nuclear
and Membrane ERa Signaling”
Mentor: Professor J. Ed van Veen

Elle Nawrocki
“Neuronal Inhibition of STAT Delays Brain Aging and Enhances
Lifespan in Drosophila”
Mentor: Professor David Walker

Donovan King Nelson
“Sarcospan as a Gene Therapy for Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy”
Mentor: Professor Rachelle Crosbie

Lilit Ohanian
“Investigating the Role of Mu Opioid Receptors on Indirect
Pathway Medium Spiny Neurons in the Nucleus Accumbens on
Opioid Addiction in a Chronic Pain Model”
Mentor: Professor Catherine Cahill

Abhas Rajhans
“Sleep and Circadian Regulation of DNA Repair and
Retrotransposons in Neuronal Genome Stability”
Mentor: Professor Ketema Paul

Sera Dura Shahbazian
“Standardizing Experimental Diastolic Function Assessment by
Doppler Echocardiography usingMachine Learning”
Mentor: Professor Rene Packard

Gabriella Sigal
“Investigating the Role of Mu Opioid Receptors on Dopamine-1
Receptor Expressing Neurons in the Dorsal Peduncular Nucleus in
Opioid Reward”
Mentor: Catherine Cahill

Gemma Stark
“Inflammation as a key player in the deleterious effects of dim
light at night in a mouse model of autism”
Mentor: Professors Christopher Colwell and Cristina Ghiani



Summer 2026 Degree Candidate

Jayleen Monique Bell
“Characterization of Reelin and Disabled-1 Expression in
Descending Motor Pathways of the Adult Mouse Brainstem”
Mentor: Professor Patricia Phelps

Master of Science
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Bachelor of Science
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Student Name

Andrew James Adrineda
Syed Tamim Ahmad
Aitana Allen-Perez
Maryam-Batul Alturki
Jake Lee Ampong***
Riona Anvekar***
Kristina Arutyunyan
Rachel Ascarate*
Timilehin Asebiomo
Saung Lay Pyay Aung"***
Layla Ayoub
Jeffrey Balian™**
Madeline Barron
Natalie Bender
Helen Benitez***
Alyssa Bercero
Siena Bertacco
Lucas Bertolozzi***
Hedy Bian**
Patrick Blankenberg
Dolores Bodden
Mikhaela Jemilyn Cabebe
Sarah Carosa
Yara Castillo-Denker*
Chiu Yu Lumina Chan
Michelle Chen***
Eden Vivian Ho-Ching Cheng

+ Departmental Honors
Projected Latin Honors: *cum laude

Student Name

Alyssa Cheung
Udochukwuka Chidi
Annabelle Chin**
Bryan Chow**
Noah Chriqui
Alyssa Corbett
Jackson Crist
Immanuel Cruz
Olivia Dececco
Alondra Delgadillo
Gurkaran Dhillon
Lilian Doan*
Nhi Doan’
Poornima Dorairaj***
Nieves D'Souza
Jadon Durand**
Eric Emrani***
Aria Fan**
Nicholas Fink
Addison Fisher
Kaitlyn Fletcher
Kayla Fullerton
George Furey
David Gaines
Katherine Galvan
Samantha Gantney

Meztli Garcia

**magna cum laude  ***summa cum laude



Bachelor of Science
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Student Name

Fiorella Garcia Rodas
Alina Garmash
Rohan Ghosh Choudhuri***
Amber Gimino
Braylen Gonzales
Kyndra Griffin
Daniel Grigorian*
Bilan Guan
Raymond Gue***
Daniel Gunderson***
John Gunderson***
Emily Hanna
Benjamin Hardani
Kathryn Hawkins*
Jessica Hedayi
Samantha Hernandez
Yassminda Hernandez
Alexander Hitch***
Richard Hoang
Joshua Hockman***
Tyler Humphries
Janette Huynh
Brandon Ignacio
Eliska Injayan
Anna Isherwood*
Angelo Israel
Abdhi Jadeja

+ Departmental Honors

Projected Latin Honors: *cum laude

Student Name

Manogna Jha***
Vidhi Jhunjhunwalla***
Jennifer Jin
Ethan Johnson
Valerie Jun
Zoe Kaiser
Zara Kazi
George Kefalas*
Troy Keller”
Augustin Kelly
Kailyn Kennada®
Moshe Kessler
Lily Kiaei
Bryan Kim*
Casey Kim*
Becca Grace King
Jenna Koerner
Renee Kou
Evelyn Kung
Ai-Tan La
Jennifer Lainez
Ella Lane
Marcus Lansing
Edward Lau*
Leon Lavong
Thomas Le

Melody Lednicky Lehman

**magna cum laude  ***summa cum laude



Bachelor of Science
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Student Name

Preston Lee
Walter Lee***
Yina Li*
Shereana Lim
Ashlinn Limjoco
Heather Liu™
Samuel Lopez’
Hayden Lusk***
Marielle Mabaet
Rosselyn Machado Sanchez
Mari Brielle Mailed
Sophia Manfre
Bianca Martinez
Jaylyn Martinez
Sarah Marusich
Devon May***
Marianne Mayes
Andres Medrano
Arthur Mkrtchyan
Chad Moore
Isabella Moore***
Samantha Morales
Isabella Mae Morelos
Celine Munoz-Talamantes
Thomas Munro®
Rishubh Navuduri***
Amy Nguyen*

+ Departmental Honors

Projected Latin Honors: *cum laude

Student Name

Andy Nguyen*
Brian Nguyen*
Sierra Nimnual
Keira Okada
Mariyam Oladele
Myles Oleary*
Jason Orr*
Ephraim Overstreet**
Esmeralda Pacheco Alvarez
Jesus Pantoja
Jasmine Patel
Deven Pence***
Minh-Chau Pham**
Taylor Pikhart
Isabel Pon*
Mohammad Qubadi
Aurabelle Quinn
Yasmin Rajaee Moosavy*
David Rapoport
Dexton Ratchford
Harshita Ravi***
Madeline Redmond
Logan Reyes
Mayann Kristen Rivera
Andrew Rodriguez
Andrea Roman

Emily Rosales-Siliezar

**magna cum laude  ***summa cum laude



Bachelor of Science
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Student Name

Maya Rosas
Julianna Christine Roxas
Keerit Sahota**
Arian Salehzadeh
Hassan Samiullah
Ruby Sanchez
Kamrin Schultz*
Sandhya Seetharaman
Justin Selby*
Lina Shammas
Shannon Shams™*
Megan Shin*
Anuoluwapo Shofuleji
Archana Sivathasan
Shaya Smith
Emily Sobel*
JiIn Song
Nixa Starr
Lauren Stone
Maya Swift**
Angie Tan***

Eric Tan
Oscar Tan*

John Taylor
Roshni Thakkar**
Shaun Paul Thomas**

Sarah Tieu

+Departmental Honors

Projected Latin Honors: *cum laude

Student Name

Allyson Tobias
Grace Tran
Abigail Tsai™
Mei-Hwa Tsao
Jessica Tseng*
Harper Tzou**
Sophia Venegas
Aditi Venkatraman***
Manahill Waheed
Adam Wang
Ava Ward
Jessie Wen
Chelsea Widjaja
Caroline Wight
Joshua Wilson
Christopher Wong***
Janice Wong
Aiden Wong***
Emma Woods
Michelle Yeung*
Tsz Chung Yeung
Kailyn Yi
Calla Yoon™
Songlu Zai
Ashton Zakar
Dena Zamani

Kai Zarehbin

**magna cum laude  ***summa cum laude



Student Name

Lily Zeng**
Christine Zhang*
Katherine Zhu*

Shannon Zhu***

Bachelor of Science
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+Departmental Honors

Projected Latin Honors: *cum laude  **magna cum laude  ***summa cum laude
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